
Exodus 16:1-31

• In the desert the whole community grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, "If only 
we had died by the Lord's hand in Egypt! There we sat 
around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but 
you have brought us out into this desert to starve this 
entire assembly to death."Then the Lord said to Moses, 
"I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The 
people are to go out each day and gather enough for that 
day. In this way I will test them and see whether they 
will follow my instructions. On the sixth day they are to 
prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as 
much as they gather on the other days."



• So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the 
evening you will know that it was the LORD who 
brought you out of Egypt, and in the morning you will 
see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 
grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should 
grumble against us?" Moses also said, "You will know 
that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in 
the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, 
because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who 
are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against 
the LORD."

• Then Moses told Aaron, "Say to the entire Israelite 
community, `Come before the LORD, for he has heard 
your grumbling.' "



• While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite 
community, they looked toward the desert, and there was 
the glory of the Lord appearing in the cloud.

• The Lord said to Moses, "I have heard the grumbling of the 
Israelites. Tell them, `At twilight you will eat meat, and in 
the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord your God.' "

• That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the 
morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When 
the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground 
appeared on the desert floor. When the Israelites saw it, 
they said to each other, "What is it?" For they did not know 
what it was. Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD 
has given you to eat. This is what the LORD has 
commanded: `Each one is to gather as much as he needs. 
Take an omer for each person you have in your tent.' "



• The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered 
much, some little. And when they measured it by the
omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, 
and he who gathered little did not have too little. Each 
one gathered as much as he needed.

• Then Moses said to them, "No one is to keep any of it 
until morning."

• However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; 
they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of 
maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with 
them.

• Each morning everyone gathered as much as he needed, 
and when the sun grew hot, it melted away. On the sixth 
day, they gathered twice as much--two omers for each 
person--and the leaders of the community came and 
reported this to Moses. 



• He said to them, "This is what the Lord commanded: 
`Tomorrow is to be a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to the 
Lord. So bake what you want to bake and boil what you 
want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep it until 
morning.' "

• So they saved it until morning, as Moses commanded, 
and it did not stink or get maggots in it. Eat it today," 
Moses said, "because today is a Sabbath to the Lord. 
You will not find any of it on the ground today. Six 
days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day, the 
Sabbath, there will not be any."

• Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the 
seventh day to gather it, but they found none. 



• Then the Lord said to Moses, "How long will 
you refuse to keep my commands and my 
instructions? Bear in mind that the Lord has 
given you the Sabbath; that is why on the sixth 
day he gives you bread for two days. Everyone 
is to stay where he is on the seventh day; no one 
is to go out." So the people rested on the seventh 
day.

• The people of Israel called the bread manna. It 
was white like coriander seed and tasted like 
wafers made with honey.
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The whole Israelite community set out from
Elim and came to the Desert of Sin. (Exodus 
16:1)



Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence



• The people are 
to go out each 
day and gather 
enough for that 
day (Exodus 
16:4)



Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence



Here is the bread that comes down from heaven, 
which a man may eat and not die (John 6:50)



• It doesn’t matter 
what your personal 
deficiency is… God 
has always one 
sufficient answer, 
His Son Jesus Christ, 
and He is the answer 
to every human 
need. (Watchman 
Nee)



Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence





Everyone had enough



Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence



Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence

God’s fatherly guidelines



• Paul said “But just as 
you excel in 
everything….see that 
you also excel in this 
grace of giving. ..Our 
desire is not that others 
might be relieved while 
you are hard pressed, but 
that there might be 
equality…..as it is 
written: "He who 
gathered much did not 
have too much, and he 
who gathered little did 
not have too little."” (2 
Corinthians 8:7,13,15)



Jesus said “Sell 
your possessions 
and give to the 
poor. Provide 
purses for 
yourselves that 
will not wear out, 
a treasure in 
heaven that will 
not be 
exhausted.”
(Luke 12:33)



The world as a village

• 100 citizens
• 7 citizens own 60% of the land and houses
• 7 citizens would use 80% of the energy
• 65 citizens illiterate
• 25 citizens no access to safe drinking water 
• 20 citizens so poor that each day’s a 

struggle to stay alive 



Why give to PBC?
1. PBC is committed to be a blessing to our world; to 

churches, the persecuted, orphans, HIV/Aids victims, 
street children, widows,  and those overseas who do 
not yet know Jesus. We want to give of ourselves in 
ways that help them come to know and follow Him.

2. There is life-changing  potential locally in Outreach, 
Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Family Ministry, 
Site development, Community Projects impacting 
Pembury, Mission, Alpha — the list goes on — all 
supported by a growing team of passionate Volunteers 
and Staff. 



Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence

God’s fatherly guidelines
The Israelite’s response – and 

ours



• God did not lead them on the road through the 
Philistine country, though that was shorter. For 
God said, "If they face war, they might change 
their minds and return to Egypt." (Exodus 13:17)





Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence

God’s fatherly guidelines
The Israelite’s response – and 

ours



• “You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of 
my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But 
remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you 
the ability to produce wealth.” (Deuteronomy 8:17-18)



Accepting God’s provision – maturing 
in his family?

God’s provision and our 
dependence

God’s fatherly guidelines
The Israelite’s response – and 

ours



Jesus said "unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3)



Jesus answered “It is written: `Man does not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’" (Matthew 4:4 –
Deuteronomy 8:3)



“Give us this day our daily bread”


